
Conservation Commission 
15 June 2010 Minutes 

 
Present : Maryann Nahf, Chair; Tony Barrett, rotating Secretary; Sue Vachon, Don 
Jones, Dierdre Strachan, Ann Nemrow, Anne Perry; Burr Taylor & Carol Tukey – Town 
Planner. 
 
Absent: none  
 
The meeting commenced at 3:02 PM.  
 
Approval of Minutes – The June 1 meeting minutes (as corrected) and prepared by 
Ann Nemrow , were approved. 
 
Maine Association of Planners Award – On Friday June 11, Maryann, Sue and 
Tony attended the Annual meeting to receive the “Citizen Planner of the Year” at the 
Chewonki Foundation in Wiscasset.  Carol Tukey nominated the HCC and read her very 
nice nomination letter to the entire meeting.  ‘Save Our Bay’ brochures and pledge cards 
were passed out to all participants. 
 
Bath conservation meetings visit on June 3 --- Bath Planning Committee held a 
formational meeting members to explore the formation of a Conservation Commission in 
Bath and to discuss the Open Space Plan process. They invited the Topsham Town 
Planner and Harpswell Conservation Commission to share their experience. About   
twenty people attended and a lot of enthusiasm was evident. Deirdre represented 
Harpswell. 
 
Pesticide Control Board Hearings --- Hearings are being held across the state to 
review new rules that some, including MOGFA, feel will weaken current state 
regulations. Mary Ann will prepare a notice to be put on the HCC website page. 
 
Selectboard Agenda --- Thursday’s meeting has a couple of items of interest to the 
HCC.  

• Orr’s Island Bridge Policy 
• Cedar Beach Survey 

There was brief discussion on both items. 
 
Basin Cove/Curtis Cove --- A National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant 
application has been submitted by the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife in 
in partnership with  HHLT to acquire two parcels (86.9 acres) the Williams and the Trask 
parcels, in the Basin Cove Curtis Cove Focus Area,. 
 
Giant Stairs 100th Anniversary --- Town Lands will be hosting a celebration on July 
4 to mark the anniversary of the Sinnett’s donation to the town of the Giant Stairs 
property that will be held in conjunction with the ice cream social at Library Hall. 
 
Old Business 

Mission Statement Action Areas --- It was suggested to have specific action items 
with dates and milestones.  
 

• Conservation Education--- HCC will have a display at the July 7 taxpayers 
meeting and be promoting the ‘Save our Bay’ program.   Maryann also 



mentioned plasticized cards that could be purchased at low cost – 5000 cards for 
$129.  Otter Brook: possible visit by Steve Walker and meeting with key 
landowners.  Environmental Impact study for the pipeline removal project may 
offer some insights.  Contact Denise Schwartz for web-based printing options. 

• Town Lands/ Cliff Trail Project --- Next step is to look for funding for the 
ecological survey of the property.  Examine grant opportunities.  Town has 
granted permission for HCC to solicit funds for this work. 

• Open Space Definition --- Letter sent to Selectmen but no response. The 
Planning Board will be discussing the definition as well as other planning-related 
items at their June 16 meeting. . 

• Conservation Funding --- The HCC needs a budget for educational 
materials.  Town conservation fund can only be used for land acquisition not 
easements or stewardship.  Discussion about having separate funds for 
stewardship and possibly for easements. Look at other towns that have Town 
Meeting form of governments and programs for land acquistion.  Do we want to 
pull together materials for a land bond for the March meeting?  Carol will pull up 
list of Town Meeting towns from MMA and Deirdre will investigate whether any of 
those have conservation bonds. 

 

New Business 
How to organize development and implementation of HCC Workplans --- 
Burr & Maryann will work on the Education Workplan, Dierdre will draft the Cliff Trail 
workplan and Don & Deirdre will draft the Funding workplan. 
 
Next steps on HCC budget --- ‘Study groups’ will aim towards having a budget 
ready for September – three meetings left to pull the budget together. 
 
Recent CPIC Decisions – Carol reviewed the Village Area selection criteria and 
outcome of the recent pubic hearing. 
 
Next Meetings –   July 20, August 3, August 17, September 7 and 21. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:08 PM. 
 
Tony Barrett, Acting Secretary 


